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To Jack, Grey and Wes

v



6

I am a boy, and I like dirt. Sometimes when my nose is runny, 

I wipe it on my shirt.
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My favorite color is pink, and I love making mud stew. For me a joke is 
only funny when it contains the word poo.
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(Pick another color, pink won’t do. It is only for little girls, not boys like you.)

Whoa, slow down, what’s that you think? Little boys aren’t supposed 
to like pink?

(That’s right, you’ve got it, pink is not for boys. You should just stick with 
mud and dirt and blue-colored toys.)

Oh, that’s silly, you must just be having fun. Are you trying to tell me a 
color can change who I become?
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Now don’t get me wrong, there are a few things I’m scared I’ll be. But a 
grown man who likes pink is not one that worries me.

We are all different, and when it comes to being me, there is no right 
or wrong way. So as long as I’m not hurting anyone, I won’t listen to 
what you say.
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There is something I’ve been told about keeping hurtful words to 
yourself. In fact, maybe you should put those words in a box, with a 
lid, up on a shelf. So, I’ll continue to like what I like, and you’ll think 
what you think. But if you’re looking to change your mind, here’s a few 
reasons that I like pink:
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A cute little piggy before he rolls in his sty. 

My favorite dessert, strawberry cream pie.
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The doll my big sister gave to me. 

Or at the fair, some cotton candy.
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My mother in her favorite shirt. 

Of course, that is before I cover her in dirt. 
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The flamingo, my favorite animal at the zoo. 

Or a chameleon standing somewhere pink is awesome too.
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The pink smelly marker I got all over my hand.

Or the starfish I found on vacation while playing in the sand.
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The pretty flowers I helped Mama plant in a row.

Or the fact that it’s even too cool to be in the rainbow.
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So many great reasons to like pink, as you can now see.

So don’t be scared if you’re starting to like pink, just like me!
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